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Winning Formulas: Finding a Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing Expert

A dispute over a pharmaceutical patent required a specialized expert in liquid injectable 
drug formulations. 

The Case Challenge

Our client represented the defendant in a patent case involving an injectable drug solution 
and sought a pharmaceutical formulation expert to consult on the use of acids and solvents 
in drug formulations. They were looking for an industry expert with a doctorate, experience 
with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and previous work testifying as an expert 
witness. The client preferred candidates located on the US East Coast.

The Expert Solution

Intellectual property disputes in the pharmaceutical industry often call for formulation 
experts, but each case requires unique knowledge. In this matter, we needed to find 
someone with experience working specifically on injectable formulations and the chemicals 
required to stabilize liquid pharmaceuticals and prevent them from degrading. Our expert 
services team performed a custom search to identify and present the right candidates. 

An IMS researcher found six well-qualified experts within a day of beginning the search. Our 
recruiting team reached out to each of them, vetted four, and presented three candidates 
to our client by the end of the week. After interviewing two of the formulators, the client 
selected an expert with strong expertise in sterile injectable formulations and issues related 
to stability and degradation.
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The chosen expert has a PhD in physical-organic chemistry as well as 25 years of experience 
in formulation development and 15 years in pharmaceutical manufacturing. He is a seasoned 
expert witness who has consulted and testified in several intellectual property disputes 
involving pharmaceutical patents and formulations. 

The Outcome

The case was dismissed with prejudice.

Legal and Regulatory Trends in Pharmaceutical IP

The pharmaceutical field faces several new and interesting challenges in the already busy 
world of patent litigation and drug regulation. In 2023, the US Supreme Court issued an 
important ruling affecting the patentability of antibodies while the first drug candidate 
created using artificial intelligence progressed through the research and regulation pipeline. 
The level of expertise required to effectively consult and testify in pharmaceutical matters will 
only increase along with the pace of the industry.

How IMS Can Help

IMS has decades of experience finding the best pharmaceutical industry experts, including 
formulators, medicinal chemists, biochemists, engineers, and drug manufacturing 
professionals. Contact our team to start your custom expert witness search today:  
contactus@imslegal.com

IMS Legal Strategies is a professional services firm that partners with the most influential global law 
firms and corporations to elevate their legal strategies. Through every stage of dispute resolution, 
IMS provides the full suite of sophisticated advisory services lawyers need to prevail—world-class 
expert witness placement, specialized litigation consulting, cutting-edge visual advocacy, and flawless 
presentation delivery using state-of-the-art technology. Whether identifying expert witnesses from any 
industry and discipline, developing themes and demonstratives, preparing witnesses for depositions 
and hearings, conducting focus groups and mock trials, or guiding jury selection and voir dire, we 
work collaboratively with our law firm partners to strengthen their cases. IMS offers a fully integrated 
international team with decades of practical experience in more than 45,000 cases and 6,500 trials. Our 
trusted expertise is hard-earned. Together, we win. Visit imslegal.com for more. 
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